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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2019-209
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Ferraro
Date of Introduction: March 26, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS
Date of Analysis: March 28, 2019
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 250 – Miscellaneous Business Regulations – to add a new Part 13 – Prohibition of Simulated Gambling Devices – to prohibit the possession or use of “simulated gambling devices” (as defined) not authorized for legal use. The bill specifically does not imply any local approval of the use of actual slot machines or other forms of casino gambling or gambling devices. The bill does not prohibit an individual’s personal, recreational, non-commercial ownership, possession or use of such devices and does not prohibit the operation or use of any such devices expressly permitted by the Florida Statutes and not otherwise prohibited by the Florida Constitution, except that devices permitted by the Florida Constitution for use in Broward and Miami-Dade County only are not permitted here. An amortization period for establishments lawfully in possession of a Certificate of Use prior to the effective date of this ordinance and which, under the terms of the Zoning Code, would be a nonconforming use, are allowed to continue to operate for 1 year from the effective date of this ordinance. Enforcement of the new provisions shall be by civil penalties beginning at $2,000 for a first violation and increasing to $10,000 for a third or subsequent violation for persons operating or allowing the operation of a simulated gambling establishment. 
Background Information: The bill is intended to address the rapid proliferation of commercial establishments that use computers or video display devices to display the results of raffles, sweepstakes, or contests in a way that simulates the types of games associated with legalized casino or gambling outlets that are legal in some parts of Florida, but not in Jacksonville. The bill’s preamble states that these simulated gambling establishments are associated with an increase in illegal activities and high rates of Sheriff’s Office responses to these locations and therefore disturb the peace and good order of the community, justifying their regulation.
Policy Impact Area: Simulated gambling regulation
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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